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lished in The Voice. His reply, as well as his speech on Push-
kin, were published in the single issue of A Writer's Diary
for 1880. This issue had an unprecedented success. Six thou-
sand copies were sold in a few days and a second printing
was sold out during the fall.
Dostoevsky was somewhat comforted by the obvious pop-
ularity of his works. He worked to complete The Brothers
Karamazou, the fourth section of which had not yet been
written. "From June 15 to October i I wrote twenty printed
sheets of my novel, and published A Writer's Diary which
amounts to three sheets." In November he sent the epilogue
of The Brothers Karamazov to the Russian Messenger, with
the following note, "Here is the end of this novel. I worked
on it for three years and took two years to publish it. This
is a solemn moment for me."
He returned to St. Petersburg at the beginning of the
winter, revisited his friends and took part in several public
readings. "Today the Literary Fund gave a matinee in a hall
where it is difficult to read, and where the readers cannot be
heard from every seat," wrote Shtakenschneider. "Neverthe-
less, Dostoevsky, sick, with his tired throat and his emphy-
sema, once again was heard better than the others. What a
miracle! It seems that there is no soul left in his body; he is
thin, with a hollow chest and a whispering voice, but as soon
as he begins to speak, he seems to grow in stature and vigor.
Whence come his energy, his power?"
In January, 1881, Dostoevsky began to write the first issue
of A Writer's Diary for that year. He was in good health,
saw his friends frequently and even agreed to play the part
of the ascetic in A. K. Tolstoy's Death of Ivan the Terrible
at an artistic gathering scheduled for February. He also